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In Census, Evolving Families Make Manhattan Stand Out

By SAM ROBERTS

May 11, 2011

Manhattan was the only borough in New York City to record an increase in the number of children under age 5 in the last decade as well as in the number of married couples with children, according to census figures released on Wednesday. 

Among five surrounding New York counties, only Rockland recorded such increases. 

Those were among the findings in the latest trove of data from the 2010 census. 

The city was home to 29 percent more households consisting of unmarried partners and 10 percent fewer single mothers in 2010 than in 2000. 

While the total number of households with children declined and the number that included someone 65 or older increased, the age gap widened between New York City and residents of the rest of the state, who, taken together, are growing older at a faster rate. 

Also, the city’s Puerto Rican population, still the dominant Hispanic group, slipped to its lowest point since 1960, declining in 10 years by 65,000, to just under 725,000. Puerto Ricans’ portion of the city’s Hispanic population shrank to 31 percent in 2010, from 37 percent in 2000. 

The number of Mexican residents soared by more than 132,000, or 71 percent, to nearly 320,000; that makes them 14 percent of the Hispanic population, up from 9 percent. There were 2.3 million Hispanic people in the city last year, an increase of 175,000, according to the census. 

The latest details from the 2010 census suggest that Manhattan has become a more attractive place for younger people — it was the only borough to register gains in both children under 5 and in its 15-to-34-year-old population. “It suggests an attraction to Manhattan for parents who can afford to live there,” said William H. Frey, a demographer for the Brookings Institution. 

The number of households headed by a woman and including children declined in every borough except for Staten Island. The number of households consisting of unmarried partners rose by 45,000 in New York City, to 200,000. Nearly one-third of the households in the city, and nearly half in Manhattan, consist of someone living alone. 

The influx of immigrants to the city and their higher birthrates are driving a growing gap in the median age between the city and upstate New York. In the city, the median age ranged from 32.8 in the Bronx to 38.4 on Staten Island. In the rest of the state, the median ranged from 29.8 in Tompkins County (home to Cornell University and Ithaca College) to 51.3 in Hamilton County. 

Moreover, while the median age rose by less than two years in the city, it jumped four years or more in 20 other counties. Nassau registered a 53 percent increase in people 85 and older. Statewide, the median age was 38, an increase of 2.1 years. 
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